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overthrow. But what is to be done if the political elements that
are planning a coup find no widespread revolutionary feeling
in existence? In that case there must be an arrangement for
joint action with some substitute for revolutionism. The book
is worth reading even apart from its theory; among other things
it makes a quotation from Giolitti that is worth recalling to-day:
"I owe to Mussolini the revelation that a state needs to defend
itself not against the programme but against the tactics of a
revolution." People generally take a revolutionary programme
seriously, but pay too little attention to the tactics of the
effective forces at its back.
It took three attempts in Germany to enable a coup d'e*tat of
the nationalist forces to achieve such success that it could be
given the character of an irresistible mass movement, a
national revolution. All three attempts used the same tactics
of "grafting revolutionary violence on constitutional legality."
The first attempt, the Kapp "putsch," followed the revolu-
tionary example of Napoleon, using parts of the armed forces
for the direct attempt to change a government and to enforce
a limitation of the powers of Parliament. Since Kapp's attempt
the idea of using the army as the implement of a coup d'e*tat
with an appearance of legality has never been absent from the
political ideas of the parties and groups of the Right.   The
Stahlhelm and the followers of Hugenberg did not discover
in all their existence the fundamental error of this political
idea. The Kapp putsch was an absolutely perfect model of the
way not to organize a modern coup d'etat. It revealed a com-
plete absence of ideas of how the attack should be carried out,
left entirely out of account the very things that Malaparte
described as the technique of a coup d'6tat, and betrayed an
exceedingly inadequate stock of ideas on the subject of the
seizure of power. But even apart from Kapp's amateurishness
as a putsch-maker, from his idea that the occupation of
Ministries and the replacement of the police by the soldiery